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REMARKS 



Claims 1-52 are currently pending in this application. Claims 1, 24 and 48 are currently 
amended. Claims 2-20, 22-23, 25-40, 42-47 and 49-51 are original. Claims 21, 41 and 52 are 
canceled. Claims 53-59 are new. No new matter is added. Claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 10, 14-22, 24, 25, 
30, 31, 33, 35-42 and 44-52 stand rejected under U.S.C. §102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
no. 3,572,462 to Gray (referred to herein after as "Gray"). Claims 3, 4, 7, 9, 1 1-13, 23, 26-29, 32, 
34 arid 43 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gray. 

Applicants hereby traverse the rejection and respectfully requests reconsideration in view of 
the remarks set forth below. 

As stated in the MPEP §2131, "A claim is anticipated only if each and every element as set 
forth in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior art reference." 
Verdegaal Bros, v Union Oil Co. of California, 814 F.2d 628, 631, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 1053 (Fed. Or. 
1987). 

Applicants amend claim 1 to include the limitations of claim 21. Currently amended claim 1 
recl tes a system for sensing motion of a surface. The system includes a seismic sensor coupled to 
the surface and a shield configured to enclose the seismic sensor. The shield includes a compliant 
seal which couples the shield to the surface. 

Gray fails to describe a shield that includes a compliant seal to couple the shield to a surface. 
The Office Action asserts that Gray describes this feature at column 4, lines 38 - 44. Applicants 
respectfully disagree. This passage describes a "rim or seal of suitable plastic material, such as 
heavy mud, [that] may be placed on the ground in contact with the lower end portions of the 
housings [10']." The "seal" in Gray is just matter placed on the ground upon which the housing 
(10) may be placed. It is not part of the shield. Yet, a shield including a compliant seal is the 
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esphci. subject rnaner of — amended data > . Thus. Gray does no. describe aU .he e,eme„«s 
of amended claim 1 as is required by MPEP §2131 to make a proper reject™ under §102. 

Appbcants therefore request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of amended 
c ,a to 1 Claims 2 - 20. 22 - 23, 49 - 5. and 53 depend from Cairn 1 and add turther mrtahons 

t0 „ Currently amended independent Cairns 24 and 48 include srmrlar subjec. m tter. Clarms 25 
To 42 ^ 43 54 and 49 - 51. 56 depend from independent claims 24 and 48. Apphcants respectfully 
request reconsideration and withdrawal of the §102 rejections of these daims, too. 

^dependent c.aim 44 includes a seismic sensor, a shield, and a suspension. The shield is 
eoupled to the seismic sensor using the suspension. Gray does no. describe a suspension that 
eon les the shield to the seismic sensor. The Office Action alleges that Gray teaches such 

.•pistes, upward* th^gh the neck of the receptor housing. . .» (See Co, 3, Une l W Co * 
J, -2f). Thehousing does notcouple tome seismic sensor as recited m mdependen Ca,m 
There J, Gray does not desenbe a„ the elements of independent Cairn 44. Ap„nes, 

cl aim 44 and add fcrther .imitations .hereto. Thus applicants revest recons.deratron and 
withdrawal of the rejection of these claims too. 

„ addition, various ones of me Cairns mat depend from independent Cairns 1, 24, 44 and 48 
reehe additiona, subject matter ma, mrther distinguishes over the ci.ed reference^ For examp e, 

descLsuchash.e.dinrejec.ingCaimJS. TheOffice Acdon suggests thatF.gure 3 of Gray 
tayers; an outer sheU (32) and a liner or cushion (34) combined to form a housmg (10 ). Therefore, 
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it is not a shield having at least 3 layers as recited in claims 53-56. Thus applicants request 
allowance of these new claims. 

Applicants also add new claims 57 - 59. Support for claims 57 - 59 can be found at least at 
Paragraph 25, of the specification and in Figures 1-4. New independent claim 57 recites an 
aerodynamically shaped shield. Gray does not describe an aerodynamically shaped shield as recited 
in claim 57. The housing in Gray is substantially bell-shaped having a protruding "tubular neck 
portion" (14') and "cables" (44) extending out from the top. (See Fig. 3). These features would 
generate turbulence in the presence of wind. Thus, the housing is not aerodynamic. Therefore, 
Gray does not describe all the elements of claim 57. Accordingly, Applicants request allowance of 
new claim 57. Claims 58 and 59 depend from claim 57 and add further limitations thereto. Thus 
applicants request allowance of these claims too. 

In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application is in condition 

for allowance. 

Please charge our Deposit Account No. 18-1945 in the amount of $400.00 covering the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(p). The Director is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fees 
filed, asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed 
in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 18-1945, under Order No. BBNT-P01- 
084. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 

Dated: June 23, 2006 Respectfully submitted, 




Edwarc^A Gordon 

Registration No.: 54,130 
FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP, ROPES & GRAY 
LLP 

One International Place 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110-2624 
(617) 951-7000 
(617) 951-7050 (Fax) 
Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 
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